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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY KERRY
BENGALI NEW YEAR - PAHELA BOISHAKH

DHAKA, APRIL 12 -- U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry extended his greetings on the occasion
of Pahela Boishakh, the first day of Bangla New Year. Following is the text of his greetings:

“On behalf of President Obama, | convey my warm greetings to all Bengali-speaking people
around the world as you celebrate Pahela Boishakh. The American people wish you all happiness and
prosperity in the New Year. The vibrant Bengali-American diaspora will join the global Bengali
community in gathering with family and friends to celebrate your many accomplishments.

As the New Year begins, let us all celebrate the rich cultures of West Bengal and Bangladesh in a
spirit of optimism and mutual appreciation. Shubho Nobo Borsho!”
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